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not doing what we are asking them to 
do, but the White House is not asking 
the military to do enough. 

Mr. Speaker, the President must lead 
on this issue. We have got dedicated 
members of the Army, Air Force, Navy, 
Marines, and Coast Guard who are will-
ing, ready, and able to be in Puerto 
Rico and the Virgin Islands to deliver 
the relief to our neighbors and our citi-
zens. 

We need to ask the Department of 
Defense to send more engineers, more 
transportation companies, and expedi-
tionary sustainment battalions. 

Yesterday, I asked a senior military 
leader: How many pontoon bridges 
have been erected in Puerto Rico to 
cross those washed out roads? Zero. 
How many miles of power transmission 
lines have been reestablished to get 
electricity out to more communities? 
The answer is zero. 

We have military engineers on the 
ground, but they have not been asked 
to do that. We need to direct our mili-
tary to provide the direct services on 
the local or, in military parlance, on 
the tactical level. I am not talking 
about long-term rebuilding of Puerto 
Rico and the Virgin Islands by the 
United States military. I am talking 
about directing the Department of De-
fense to establish the minimum infra-
structure necessary to do the job that 
we should be asking them to do, which 
is to provide relief to 3.5 million Amer-
icans in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-
lands. Strategic movements are good, 
military assessments and evaluations 
help, but what is needed is no less than 
what was done 7 years ago in Haiti. 

Mr. Speaker, the President must lead 
on this issue, and the President must 
ask our military to do more. 

f 

NATIONAL FARMERS DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, today is National Farm-
ers Day. From farm to fork, our farm-
ers work hard to put food on dinner ta-
bles across this country and around the 
world. 

Today has traditionally been a day to 
recognize farmers and thank them for 
all their endless hard work. Records of 
National Farmers Day events date 
back to the 1800s. 

Mr. Speaker, our farmers are the cor-
nerstone of our rural communities. 
They face tough odds by the very na-
ture of the business, and food security 
is national security. 

Right now, there is a critical short-
fall of skilled young and beginning 
farmers and ranchers. That is why, to-
gether with Congressman JOE COURT-
NEY from Connecticut and Congress-
man JOHN FASO from New York, we in-
troduced the Young Farmer Success 
Act. 

This legislation provides incentives 
for those who would like to pursue a 

future in the agriculture industry by 
adding farmers to the Public Service 
Loan Forgiveness Program, which cur-
rently offers loan payback assistance 
for professions such as government 
service, teaching, and nursing. 

Under the program, eligible public 
service professionals who make 10 
years of income-driven student loan 
payments can have the balance of their 
loans forgiven. 

On Monday, I heard from a number of 
young farmers in upstate New York in 
Congressman FASO’s district. The 
House Agriculture Committee hosted a 
farm bill listening session at SUNY 
Cobleskill, and we covered topics from 
dairy to specialty crops to nutrition 
assistance programs, and we heard a 
lot of excellent feedback from those 
who shared their stories with us. 

As the House Agriculture Committee 
works to craft the next farm bill, these 
listening sessions have allowed us to 
hear firsthand from those who are di-
rectly impacted by the farm bill. They 
provide us with real world examples of 
what is working and what isn’t work-
ing. 

With farmers in every region of this 
country, we heard from many different 
perspectives. This feedback will help us 
write the best farm bill possible. 

Mr. Speaker, food security is na-
tional security, and it aids the long- 
term sustainability of our country. 
They provide fresh produce and prod-
ucts to communities throughout the 
country, and there is no better food 
than something grown locally. 

Today, we celebrate our food pro-
ducers on National Farmers Day, but 
we should also celebrate them every 
day for putting food on our tables and 
in our grocery stores. Let’s face it, 
farming is a tough business. Long 
hours, unpredictable commodity 
prices, and, even more, unpredictable 
weather conditions, but it is also excit-
ing, rewarding, and full of opportuni-
ties. 

Generations of farmers have worked 
every patch of American soil caring for 
the Earth, their animals, and their 
neighbors. 

Mr. Speaker, as vice chairman of the 
House Agriculture Committee, I want 
to wholeheartedly thank America’s 
farmers for providing our country with 
safe, sustainable, healthy, and nutri-
tious food every day. Happy Farmers 
Day. 

f 

AMENDMENT TO THE WAR 
POWERS ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, well, last 
weekend I was shocked to read the 
statements of the Republican chair of 
the Foreign Relations Committee in 
the Senate, Senator CORKER. He said 
that, ‘‘Trump has put us on the path to 
World War III.’’ 

This makes it essential that Congress 
assert its full powers under the Con-
stitution of the United States. 

In reaction to Nixon’s secret bombing 
of Cambodia and the aftermath, Con-
gress passed something called the War 
Powers Act. Unfortunately, there was a 
dispute between the two bodies, and, 
ultimately, the Senate prevailed and 
watered down the bill. 

Instead of saying, ‘‘Before the Presi-
dent engages our troops in hostilities, 
that he or she must come to the Con-
gress,’’ instead, the bill ultimately 
adopted saying, ‘‘48 hours after the 
President has engaged our troops in 
hostilities, he or she must report to the 
Congress and then seek subsequent au-
thorization, or the troops would be 
withdrawn after 60 days.’’ 

I have introduced legislation in this 
and preceding Congresses to fix that. 
That clearly does not represent the 
constitutional powers of the United 
States Congress. The Constitution is 
absolutely clear. Only Congress has the 
authority to declare war. Once war is 
declared, the President, under the Con-
stitution, is the Commander in Chief 
and would act with one voice to con-
duct the war and coordinate military 
efforts. 

So my bill would say—do away with 
the allowance of 48 hours and say: Be-
fore engaging U.S. troops and military 
in hostilities, that the President must 
first come to the Congress and seek a 
declaration of war. I think it is abso-
lutely essential that this Congress act 
on this legislation and make it clear to 
the President of the United States that 
he does not have the authority to wake 
up one morning and tweet of an attack 
against another country and engage 
these people in an escalation that may 
end, as Senator CORKER says, in World 
War III. 

This is a very dangerous time for our 
country. It is time for this separate 
and equal branch of the government to 
assert its full authority to rein in any 
and all dangerous activities by this 
President. 

f 

b 1030 

FREEDOM OF SPEECH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, the First Amendment of our Con-
stitution gives us this precious freedom 
of speech that we so cherish in Amer-
ica. Contrary to heated debate and pub-
lic opinion, we, in the United States, 
rarely face the kind of persecution that 
necessitated this great protection. So I 
rise today to shed light on the 
abridgement of freedom of speech that 
is often widely discussed, but that few 
Americans ever have to endure. 

Across the world, Mr. Speaker, indi-
vidual freedom of speech is frequently 
infringed. A posted critique or just 
sharing one’s views freely on the inter-
net can be punishable, even by death. 

Late one evening in September, a 
well-known Indian journalist, Gauri 
Lankesh, was murdered outside her 
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home. She was ‘‘an anti-establishment 
figure with a reputation for her fear-
less criticism of undemocratic ele-
ments within the parties in power.’’ 
The circumstances of her death were 
‘‘strikingly similar’’ to the murders of 
three additional Indian activists. 

Just weeks ago, another of India’s 
most prominent political journalists, 
Professor Kancha Ilaiah, known for 
critiquing India’s caste social order, 
was threatened by a Hindu member of 
India’s parliament. This member of 
parliament, who is an ally of the cur-
rent BJP government, issued a state-
ment that Kancha should be ‘‘publicly 
hanged.’’ Kancha subsequently received 
numerous death threats. 

These threats had a significant ef-
fect. A mob tried to attack Professor 
Ilaiah with stones as he and a coworker 
were driving to a meeting. Kancha is 
now under self-imposed house arrest 
because he is simply not safe other-
wise. 

Was Professor Ilaiah’s crime signifi-
cant? 

Kancha was called a modern-day Dr. 
Ambedkar, who is known as the ‘‘Fa-
ther of the Indian Constitution,’’ and 
Professor Ilaiah’s crime was he was the 
author of ‘‘Why I am Not a Hindu.’’ 

A recent translation of his 2009 book 
‘‘Post-Hindu India’’ is what seems to 
have sparked the threats against him. 
This book described the polarized con-
text of modern-day India specifically 
dealing with the productivity of the 
Dalits and the ‘‘low’’ castes and the 
seeming spiritual and monetary mo-
nopoly of the ‘‘higher’’ castes. These 
critiques became even more relevant in 
India’s growing agrarian crisis, the re-
sulting farmer suicides due to hopeless-
ness, and the massive joblessness due 
to demonetization and economic slow-
down. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand on the floor of 
the United States House of Representa-
tives to state unequivocally that the 
United States and the entire global 
community is, and should be, deeply 
concerned about this threat to the life 
of Professor Kancha Ilaiah, one of the 
world’s well-known intellectuals. 

Our trusted ally and friend, India, is 
better than this, Mr. Speaker. Pro-
fessor Kancha Ilaiah’s right and free-
dom to speak should not be infringed; 
and his protection, and that of those 
like him, should be of the utmost pri-
ority to the Indian Government. I am 
able to express freely this viewpoint 
because we have freedom of speech in 
the United States of America, Mr. 
Speaker. May we remember at what 
cost and for what purpose we were 
given this priceless freedom. 

f 

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize 

Breast Cancer Awareness Month for 
millions of us in the breast cancer com-
munity. 

The statistics are sobering: one in 
eight women will get breast cancer in 
her lifetime. 

Earlier this year, I received a note 
from a former staffer. I had watched 
this young woman blossom from a 
young and eager intern to ultimately 
serving as my executive assistant and 
scheduler before she departed the Hill 
for graduate school, marriage, and a fu-
ture full of promise. In the note, she 
wrote: 

‘‘My wedding was about 2 months 
ago. It was the most magical night of 
my life. It was so incredible to be sur-
rounded by so many friends and loved 
ones and good will. I can’t imagine ever 
being happier than I was that night.’’ 

She went on to say: 
‘‘Unfortunately, things have gotten a 

little more complicated since then. 
While I was on my honeymoon, I no-
ticed a small lump in my right breast. 
Since I had the benefit of working for 
you, I know that, while rare, it is pos-
sible that young women can get breast 
cancer, and I should take it seriously. 
I think you can probably guess where 
this is going . . . ’’ 

She continued: 
‘‘We have no idea how this happened 

to me. I guess some people get struck 
by lightning, some people are deathly 
allergic to peanuts, and some people 
get breast cancer at 29 with no family 
history. 

‘‘Luckily, it was caught early and 
the doctors have every confidence that 
it is fully curable and I will live a long 
and happy life.’’ 

She ended the note by thanking me 
for advocating for breast cancer aware-
ness, specifically for younger women. 

She said: 
‘‘DWS,’’ as I am often referred to by 

staff, ‘‘keep fighting the good fight. It 
is saving the lives of people like me.’’ 

Today, she is fighting the good fight, 
and I know she will win. 

Unfortunately, just like my former 
staffer, I know all too well that it can 
strike even when you are young. In 
2007, when I was only 41 years old, I 
learned I had breast cancer. 

Like many others before me, when I 
was diagnosed, and later identified as a 
BRCA2 gene mutation carrier, I wor-
ried about many things: Would I be 
there to see my children grow up? 
Would I be able to beat this disease? 
Wasn’t I too young to have breast can-
cer? 

Fortunately, with the passage of the 
ACA—the Affordable Care Act—insur-
ance coverage cannot be taken away 
from people like me and like my 
former staffer. Access to affordable, 
quality healthcare is now a right, not a 
privilege. 

As Members of Congress, we have a 
duty to protect this right. Instead of 
calling for senseless votes to repeal 
this legislation, I call on my Repub-
lican colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

by supporting those of us who are liv-
ing healthier, stronger lives every day 
because of the Affordable Care Act. 

The statistics for breast cancer re-
main alarming. The American Cancer 
Society estimates that 40,610 women 
will die from breast cancer in 2017 
alone, making it the second most com-
mon type of cancer death in women. 

Between the ages of 60 and 84, breast 
cancer incidence rates are markedly 
higher in White women than Black 
women. However, Black women have a 
higher incidence rate before age 45, and 
are more likely to die from breast can-
cer at every age. This is wholly unac-
ceptable. 

We must take action to provide 
women with the preventative services 
and screenings available while edu-
cating them on their risks and treat-
ment options. 

That is why, in 2009, I introduced the 
EARLY Act, a bipartisan bill that be-
came law as part of the Affordable Care 
Act, to focus on equipping young 
women with the tools they need to 
make informed decisions regarding 
their breast health. 

I am proud that the EARLY Act was 
reauthorized in 2014, and even more 
proud that it has, and is, helping young 
women like my former staffer. 

This Congress, I also introduced the 
PALS Act with my good friend from 
Indiana, Congresswoman SUSAN 
BROOKS. 

This bill would extend the morato-
rium on the United States Preventive 
Services Task Force mammography 
screening guidelines to ensure women 
have access to lifesaving mammograms 
beginning at age 40. 

It would also ensure women who have 
served our country—our women vet-
erans—don’t have to face these same 
obstacles in getting the care they and 
their healthcare providers deem nec-
essary. 

Because many insurance companies 
use the USPSTF guidelines as the basis 
for coverage, 22 million women be-
tween ages 40 and 49 could be at risk of 
losing coverage for this lifesaving 
screening. 

The bottom line is the vast majority 
of experts recommend beginning 
screening mammograms at age 40. 
Women need to be able to follow this 
guidance until scientific consensus can 
be reached. 

As someone who was diagnosed at 
just age 41, I can tell you that women 
need guaranteed access to these tests 
beginning at age 40. 

We must also ensure the National In-
stitutes of Health has the funding it 
needs to continue their progress. 

I will continue to use my voice and 
my vote as an appropriator to ensure 
that critical funding is provided 
through the annual appropriations bill 
for breast cancer research, services, 
and support. 

My story and my former staffer’s 
story isn’t unique. That is why we 
must do more to support our mothers, 
sisters, daughters, and friends who are 
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